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National Health Pasadena 


| The sixty-third annual meeting of the American 
Public Health Association will be held in Pasadena 
September 3 to 6, 1934. The general public is invited 


to attend all of the sessions, with the exception of a 


few luncheon meetings of sections. This meeting 


provides unusual opportunities for Californians to 


learn at first hand of the latest and best methods in 
public health administration from experts in the vari- 
ous fields of public health administration. 

On Monday, September 3, the health officers’ sec- 
tion will meet in the auditorium, where the subject 
‘‘Serving the Public for Health’’ will be discussed. 
The speakers will be Dr. Henry F. Vaughan, health 


commissioner of Detroit, Michigan, and Dr. J. L. 


Pomeroy, health officer of Los Angeles County. Dis- 
eussants will be Dr. Walter L. Bierring, State health 


commissioner of Iowa; Dr. Warren F.. Draper, State 


health commissioner of Virginia, and Dr. John J. 
Sippy, health officer of the San Joaquin local health 
district, Stockton. This section will meet again on 
Tuesday morning in the Maryland Hotel, when Dr. 
Louis I. Dublin will discuss the changes that have 
occurred in twelve of the most important diseases 
since 1900. Other speakers on the same program 
will be Dr. Albert Ray Southwood, head of the 
department of public health of South Australia; Dr. 
K. L. Bishop, State health commissioner of Nashville, 
Tennessee; Pearl McIver, R.N., United States Public 
Health Service, Washington; Dr. W. W. Peter of 


York City, will preside. 


New York, Dr. Carl E. Buck, American Public Health 
Association, New York City, and Dr. W. H. Kellogg, 


chief of the bureau of laboratories of the California 


State Department of Public Health. The health offi- 
cers will hold a luncheon session Wednesday noon at 
which Dr. John L. Rice, health commissioner of New 


Others on the program are 
Dr. J. N. Baker, State health officer of Albama; Dr. 


©, 


Herman N. Bundesen, commissioner of health, Chi- 


cago, Illinois; Dr. A. J. Chesley, State health officer, 
St. Paul, Minn.; Dr. J. D. Dunshee, State health 
officer, Sacramento, California; Dr. J. C. Geiger, 
health officer, San Francisco, California; Dr. John P. 
Koehler, health commissioner, Milwaukee, Wisconsin ; 
Dr. Thomas Parran, Jr., State health commissioner, 


Albany, N. Y., and Dr. James Roberts, medical officer 


of health, Hamilton, Ontario. 


The final session of the health officers’ section will 


be held Thursday afternoon in the Maryland Hotel. 
The subject for this session is ‘‘Tuberculosis as the 
Health Officer’s Opportunity.’’ Dr. Kendall Emer- 
son, managing director of the National Tuberculosis 
Association and executive secretary of the American 
Public Health Association, will discuss the future 
program of the National Tuberculosis Association. 
Other speakers are Dr. Reginald H. Smart of the 
Los Angeles County Health Department, Dr. Mar- 
garet W. Barnard of the New York City Health 
Department, Dr. James A. Crabtree of the Tennessee 
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State Health Department, and Mr. William F. Higby, 
secretary of the California Tuberculosis Association. 


No health officer in California can afford to miss 


attendance upon the meetings of this section. 


MANY SECTIONS TO MEET > 


Other sections will hold daily meetings as follows: 


public health engineering, food and nutrition, child 
hygiene, laboratory, industrial hygiene, public health 
nursing, public health education, vital statistics and 
epidemiology. Joint sessions of some of these sections 
will be held at various times throughout the meeting. 


The western branch of the American Public Health 


Association will meet on Sunday, September 2d, for 
business sessions. A dinner meeting of the branch 
will be held Tuesday night at which Dr. Haven Emer- 
son, president of the American Public Health Asso: 
ciation and head of the department of public health 
administration, Columbia University, New York, will 
speak. After this session, the branch will meet with 
the general session of the association in the auditorium, 


where Dr. Rufus B. Von KleinSmid, president of the 


University of Southern California, Los Angeles, will 
deliver an address entitled ‘‘International Relation- 
ships in Public Health.’’ On Monday morning a 
joint session of the public health nursing section 
and the American Social Hygiene Association will 
be held. The subject for discussion is ‘‘The Part 
of the Public Health Nurse in the Epidemiology of 
Syphilis. ’’ 

A joint session of the laboratory and food and 
nutrition sections, Monday afternoon, will be presided 
over by Dr. Walter H. Eddy of Columbia University, 
New York, and Dr. Robert 8. Breed of the New York 
State Agricultural Experiment Station. On Tues- 
day afternoon, the food and nutrition section will 
-meet with the California Association of Dairy and Milk 
Inspectors, California Dairy Industries Association 
and the California Dairy Council. On Tuesday after- 
noon, the public health engineering section will meet 
with the California Association of Sanitarians. On 
Thursday afternoon the same section will meet with 
the California Sewage Works Association. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS MONDAY 


At the first general session Monday night in the 
auditorium, Dr. Haven Emerson of the department 
of public health administration, Columbia University, 
New York, will deliver the annual president’s address. 

Of special interest to health officers is the session 
on diphtheria immunization, to be held in the Hunt- 
ington Hotel Tuesday at 12.30 p.m. This is a special 
luncheon session. Participants will be Dr. Hunting- 
ton Williams, commissioner of health, Baltimore, 


Maryland; Dr. J. N. Baker, state health officer, Mont- 
gomery, Alabama; C. C. Young, D.P.H, director of 
the bureau of laboratories of the State department 
of health, Lansing, Michigan; W. T. Harrison, 


National Institute of Health, Washington, D. C.; 


William J. Bell, M.B., deputy minister of health, 
Ottawa, Ontario, and Dr. William H. Park, director 
of the bureau of laboratories, department of health, 


New York, N. Y. 


— The third annual institute on health education will 
be held August 31st, September Ist, 2d and 3d. The 
director of this institute is Dr. Iago Galdston of 
New York, assisted by Dr. Charles E. Shepard of 


Stanford University and Dr. Herbert R. Stolz of the 


Oakland school department. The general subject 


for this institute is ‘‘Health Education in the 


Schools.’’ Attendance is limited and a small regis- - 


tration fee is required. Applicants for admission 


should apply to the American Public Health Asso- 
ciation, New York City, at once. Among other 
organizations which will meet at this time are the 


California Association of Dairy and Milk Inspectors, 


American Association of School Physicians, Associa- 
tion of Women in Public Health, Johns Hopkins 
Alumni, Harvard University Alumni, Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology Alumni and Delta Omega. 

The complete program is too long to be presented 
here but any individual interested in public 
health, whether he be a layman or a professional 
public health worker, will find ample opportunities 
for learning at first hand of the newest developments 
in the broad field of public health. 


PSITTACOSIS IN GERMANY AND HOLLAND, 
1934 


By K. F. Meyer, Director, Hooper Foundation for 
| Medical Research, San Francisco 


Through the courtesy of Professor Joseph Fortner 
of the Institut for Infectious Diseases, ‘* Robert 
Koch,’’ at Berlin, important data on psittacosis in 


Germany have been made available. Since the infor- 


mation is of greatest significance to the bird breeders 
and to the bird industry, the essential facts deserve 
wider publicity. 

During the early months of this year, the attention 
of the Institut was directed towards 17 family 
epidemics which had occurred in Berlin (14 house 
epidemics), in Hattingen-Ruhr (1), in Cologne (1) 
and in Jena (1). Additional cases were reported 
from Leipzig. The number of actual cases of psitta- 
cosis in the families varied from 1 to 7. A total of 
42 human beings with 10 or 24 per cent deaths (4 male 
and 6 female) were involved in these outbreaks. 
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Professor Fortner, in using the customary inocula- 
tion technic on white mice, succeeded in demonstrating 
the virus of psittacosis in the spleen of 3 fatal human 
cases and in the tissues of 17 shell parrakeets which 
were present in the households. The birds appeared, 
with the exception of 1, as perfectly healthy. The 
examination of 16 parrakeets of a bird store revealed 
2 carriers. These budgerigars originated from a local 
aviary in which 66 deaths among a flock of 126 had 
been noted during the summer of 1933. Although 
transmission experiments were not made at that time, 
the anatomical and bacteriological studies leave little 
doubt that the mortdlity was in reality caused by the 
psittacosis virus. The inquiries leave no doubt that 
psittacosis exists aS an endemic disease among the 
shell parrakeets bred and raised in Germany. The 
authorities have recommended the destruction of the 
diseased birds and the flocks harboring parrakeets 
with latent infections. Similar steps have been taken 
by Holland. Several cases of human psittacosis 
prompted the health agencies to purchase and to 
destroy the suspected birds of certain aviaries. 


It is generally recognized that a disease trans- 
missible from parrakeets to man is now readily identi- 
fied by physicians. Professor Fortner is impressed by 
the numerous instances in which the early diagnosis 


was purely clinical or in part supported by repeated — 


X-ray examinations of the chest. Furthermore, the 
laboratory studies in German confirm fully the obser- 


vations made in the United States. They attest again 
(o the great value of the mouse inoculation test as a 


diagnostic procedure in the recognition of the malady. 


There ean be no doubt that the parrakeet is for the 


present, at least, the most important disseminator of 
this dangerous disease. Furthermore, the experiences 
in Germany and Holland amply support the recog- 
nized fact that avian psittacosis is endemic in every 
country in which parrakeets are raised in large 
breeding establishments. 


The sanitation and the creation of breeding flocks 
‘ree from psittacosis is one of the most important 
problems. Until this aim has been achieved, 
advisable to limit the exchange of psittacine birds 
between different countries by an embargo. UIlti- 
luately, the love for birds can be better satisfied by 
supplying the market with shell parrakeets from non- 
infected aviaries than by the importation of native 
)arrots or parrotlets from tropical countries. How- 
ever, the desired goal can only be reached through 
‘ whole-hearted cooperation with the health authori- 
ties, of the bird. breeders, pet shop owners and the 
publie at large. 


it 


SANITATION OF HIGHWAY FOOD SUPPLY 
PLACES 


The following food supply places and service sta- 
tions situated along highways were inspected during 
June with results as follows: 


‘U. S. Highway 50, Sacramento to El Dorado County Line: 


4 

State Highway Lassen County line to Redding: 

Food supply places 5 

U.S. Highway 99, North Sacramento to Placer 
Food supply pices mepected... 18 

U. S. Highway 99, Placer County line to ‘bibs: 

Food pices inspected... 
Insanitary conditions 1 
Yuba Pass Highway, Auburn to Nevada City: 
Pood. piaces inspected 8 
Miscellaneous food supply places along highways: 
Conditions satisfactory 16 
Number of food supply places reinspected_____-_-----_--- 18 
12 
Total food supply places inspected and reinspected_-_-_--- 98 


FELLOWSHIP FOR DR. REGINALD H. SMART 


The Rockefeller Foundation has granted a fellow- 
ship for the study of tuberculosis to Dr. Reginald H. 
Smart of the Los Angeles County Health Department. 
This fellowship provides for four months of study 
in the Henry Phipps Institute at Philadelphia, one 
month at the Trudeau Foundation, Saranac Lake, 
with short periods of study at the New York-Cornell 
Hospital unit, New York City, with Dr. Opie, and 
short periods at county health departments in Ala- 
bama and Tennessee. 

Dr. Smart is the sixth member of the staff of the 
Los Angeles County Health Department of which 
Dr. John L. Pomeroy is health officer, to receive a 
fellowship award from the Rockefeller Foundation. 
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MORBIDITY Dysentery (Amoebic) 
: 4 | : 2 cases of amoebic dysentery have been reported, as follows; 
Complete Reports for Following Diseases for Week Ending Los Angeles County 1, San Francisco 1. } 
July 28, 1934 Dysentery (Bacillary) | | | 
aniks oii 8 cases of bacillary dysentery have been reported, as follows: 
Chickenpox | Los Angeles County 1, Avalon 1, Los Angeles 3, San Bernar- 


52 cases of chickenpox have been reported, as follows: Oak- 


lusa County 2, Crescent City 2, Humboldt County 1, 
oe iipaue County 4 Alhambra 2, Glendale 1, Los Angeles 9, 
Redondo City 2, Torrance 2, Maywood 1, Riverside 1, Sacramento 
County 1, Sacramento 5, Redlands 4, Rialto 1, San Diego County 
9 Chula Vista 2, San Diego 1, San Francisco 2, Manteca 1, 
‘Stockton 1, Paso Robles 1, Benicia 1. ae 


eo h b ted foll Alameda 
s of diphtheria have been reported, as follows: 

Coals L Oakland 8, Parlier 1, Los Angeles County 2, Compton 

9 Hermosa City 1, Los Angeles 12, Pasadena 1, Torrance 6, 

Sacramento 1, San Diego County 2, San Francisco 3, Santa 

Barbara 1, San Jose 4. | 


} of German measles have been reported, as follows: 
avemp 1 te Angeles County 1, Culver City 2, Glendale 1, Los 
Angeles 2, Pasadena 3, Whittier 1, Maywood 1, Newport Beach 1, 
San Bernardino County 2, San Francisco 1, Lodi 4, Lompoc 1. 


Influenza. 
10 cases of influenza have been reported as follows: Oakland 1, 
Inglewood 1, Los Angeles 6, San Francisco 2. 


Malaria 
2 cases of malaria have been reported from Los Angeles 
County. | 


it ae shaved rted, as follows: Oakland 1 

ases of measles have been reported, as follows: ‘ 
ceewiie 1, Fresno 1, Bishop 1, Los Angeles County 3, Alhambra 
1, Glendale 1, Los Angeles 6, Pasadena 1, 
Monica i, Mariposa County 1, Merced County 1, Merced A 
Mono County 2, Sacramento 4, San Bernardino County 2, 
Colton 2, National City 1, San Francisco 15, San_Luis Obispo 1, 


Burlingame 1, Redwood City 1, Santa Clara County 1, Palo 


Alto 2, San Jose 2, Santa Cruz County 1, Woodland l. 


Mumps. | | 
eases of mumps have been reported, as follows: Alameda 
Cones 2, Herkobey 5, Oakland 5, Oroville 1, Antioch 1, Los 
Angeles County 1, Glendale 2, Los Angeles 6, San Rafael 1, 
Monterey County 1, Napa 1, Tustin 1, Riverside County 1, 
San Diego 1, San Francisco 7, Lodi 1, Stockton 3, 
Clara County 1, Mountain View 1, 
Cruz 2. 


Pneumonia (Lobar) 


21 cases of lobar pneumonia have been reported, as follows: 
Los Angeles County 1, Glendale 1, Los Angeles 5, Gardena i, 
Monterey County 1, Huntington Beach 1, Riverside County l, 
Sacramento 1, San Bernardino County 2, San Diego 2, San 
Francisco 4, Santa Cruz1l. 


Scarlet Fever 


76 cases of scarlet fever have been reported, as follows: 
Oakland 6, Contra Costa County 1, Fresno County 1, Hum- 
boldt County 1, Bishop 1, Los Angeles County 9, El Monte 1, 
Glendale 2, Long Beach 4, Los Angeles 7, Pasadena 1, Pomona l, 
Lynwood 1, Maywood 1, Merced County 1, Orange County 2, 
Plumas County 1, Sacramento 1, San Bernardino County 2, 
San Diego County 2, National City 1, San Diego 5, San Francisco 
7, San Joaquin County 2, Stockton 1, San Luis Obispo County 2, 
Lompoc 4, San Jose 1, Willow Glen 1, Santa Cruz 1, Modesto 2, 
Tulare County 1, Oxnard 1, Yuba County 1. 


Smallpox 
No cases of smallpox have been reported. 


Typhoid Fever 


13 cases of typhoid fever have been reported, as follows: 
Colusa 1, Imperial County 1, Brawley 2, Los Angeles County 1, 
Los Angeles 1, Riverside County 1, San Bernardino County l, 
San Joaquin County 2, Tulare County 2, Tuolumne County 1. 


Whooping Cough 


189 cases of whooping cough have been reported, as follows: 
Alameda County 1, Alameda 2, Berkeley 6, Oakland 4, Del 
Norte County 1, Fresno County 8, Fresno 6, Humboldt County 7, 
Los Angeles County 21, Claremont 1, Compton 2, Huntington 
Park 1, Inglewood 1, Long Beach 3, Los Angeles 29, Pasadena 
6, Lynwood 1, Orange County 6, Riverside County 1, Sacra- 
mento 8, San Bernardino County 3, San Diego County 4, Chula 
Vista 1, Coronado 1, National City 1, Oceanside 2, San Diego 12, 
San Francisco 9, San Joaquin County 6, Lodi 3, Manteca 1, 
Stockton 3, San Luis Obispo County 1, Paso Robles 1, San 
Luis Obispo 1, Menlo Pork 3, Santa Barbara County 11, Santa 
Barbara 6, Santa Maria 4, Sutter County 1. 


Meningitis (Epidemic) 
No cases of epidemic meningitis have been reported. 


Pomona 1, Santa 


Santa 
Santa Cruz County 1, Santa 


dino County 1, Ontario 1, Redwood City 1. 


Pellagra 


4 cases of pellagra have 


been reported, as follows: 
Angeles 1, San Francisco 3. , Log 


Poliomyelitis 


119 cases of poliomyelitis have been reported, as follows: 
Berkeley 3, Oakland 1, Butte County 1, Angeles Camp 1, 
Contra Costa County 1, Antioch 1, Crescent City 1, Fresno 
County 9, Fresno 6, Parlier 2, Kern County 1, Los Angeles 
County 13, Compton 1, Glendale 1, Los Angeles 51, Monrovia 1, 
San Gabriel 1, Santa Monica 1, South Pasadena 1, Torrance 1, 
Hawthorne 1, South Gate 1, Gardena 1, Madera County 1, 
Anaheim 1, La Habra 1, Sacramento 2, San Bernardino 
County 1, San Diego 1, San Francisco 3, San Mateo County 1, 


‘Sonoma County 1, Tulare County 3, Tulare 1, Ventura County 1, 


Yuba County 1. 


Tetanus 
One case of tetanus from Alameda County has been reported. 


Encephalitis (Epidemic) 
One case of epidemic encephalitis from Alameda has been 


reported. 


Paratyphoid Fever | 
oan case of paratyphoid fever has been reported from Crescent 
Typhus Fever 
One case of typhus fever from Los Angeles has been reported. 


Food Poisoning 


Two cases of food poisoning from San Francisco have been 
reported. | 


Two cases of undulant fever from Los Angeles County have 
been reported. | 
Septic.Sore Throat (Epidemic) | 
One case of epidemic septic sore throat from San Francisco 
has been reported. 
Tularemia | 
3 cases of tularemia have been reported from Plumas County. 


Rabies in Animals 


17 cases of rabies in animals have been reported, as follows: 
Imperial County 1, Los Angeles County 4, Los Angeles 1, 
Montebello 1, Redondo Beach 1, Santa Monica 1, Torrance 1, 
South Gate 1, Orange County 1, Huntington Beach 1, San 
Diego, 3, Modesto 1. 


Public health no longer considers only the physical 
relationships of man—the physical body and its 
physical surroundings. True, one must have a body, 
and it must be a living body, before anything further 
of life can develop, but there is a vast range of dif- 


ference between a body that is only just living and a 


body that is living at the best height of physical 
efficiency. The same considerations apply also to the 
physical surroundings of the body. To secure so far 
as may be the best heights of both the living body ard 
of its physical surroundings is a splendid step towar1s 
long life with happiness.—H. W. Hill, M.D. 
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